
HIV prevention efforts often overlook older women because it is incorrectly 
assumed that they no longer engage in sexual relations. Unfortunately, many still-
active women have not yet heard the message that their behavior can put them at 
risk of becoming infected with a sexually transmitted disease (STD).

Older women who learn this sad fact by testing HIV positive face a double hardship: 
the stigma of living with a disease considered disgraceful, and the burden of aging 
in a society that neither values nor respects its seniors.

Prevention of HIV in older women and support for those already infected are the 
dual aims of a new program under the direction of Jane P. Fowler. 

Those interested in this project are invited to add their names to the HIV Wisdom 
for Older Women mailing list, or to visit www.hivwisdom.org. To help support the 
work of the program, contributions also may be mailed to the address below.
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